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bers what Jones has said about Brown, and, in
consequence, he is fully prepared to dislike Brown*
Should he find some grounds for doing so, he will
carry on the condemnation, probably with exaggera-
tions, until the wretched Brown begins to wonder
why some of his acquaintances are not so amiable
as they had been*

The reader will naturally say that there must
be something wrong with Brown. I deny that this
is the case* Take conceit as an example* There
are very, very few really conceited men, and yet
you often hear one man describe another as this*
What is mistaken for conceit is often nervousness,
or a bad inferiority complex, which shows itself in
bursts of self-assertiveness*

ii
From the time we, as reinforcements, arrived at
Malta, early in September 1935, until well on into
the New Year, an unpleasant state of tension
existed* The staffs, Naval, Military, and Air
Force, knowing the full and critical situation,
had become almost hysterical*
The state of affairs, as we saw it, was this*
The distance between Malta and Sicily is only
fifty-eight miles, and Mount Etna can sometimes
be seen on clear days* Italy made it clear that,